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The natural result of the blunder soon followed.
The French, finding the whole frontier of Penn-
sylvania, Maryland, and Virginia abandoned*
organized the Indians under French officers and
swept the whole region with a devastation of mas-
sacre, scalping, and burning that has never been
equaled. Hurons, Potawatomies, Ojibways, Otta-
was, Mingoes, renegades from the Six Nations,
together with the old treaty friends of Penn, the
Delawares and Shawanoes, began swarming east-
ward and soon had killed more people than had
been lost at Braddock's defeat. The onslaught
reached its height in September and October. By
that time all the outlying frontier settlers and their
families had been killed or sent flying eastward to
seek refuge in the settlements. The Indians even
followed them to the settlements, reached the Sus-
quehanna, and crossed it. They massacred the
people of the village of Gnadenhiitten, near Beth-
lehem on the Lehigh, and established near by a
headquarters for prisoners and plunder. Fami-
lies were scalped within fifty miles of Philadelphia,
and in one instance the bodies of a murdered fam-
ily were brought into the town and exhibited in
the streets to show the inhabitants how near the
danger was approaching.